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Where to Find Assistance

This pre-applicationrecording, the accompanying 
slides, and information regarding the AAE program is 
posted to the AAE program website: 

https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-discretionary-grants-support-
services/well-rounded-education-programs/assistance-for-arts-education

Please email AssistanceforArtsEducation@ed.gov 
with any questions.
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PROGRAM PURPOSE 
& OVERVIEW 



AAE Program Legislation & Purpose

The AAE program includes the Arts in Education National Program (AENP) and is authorized 
under Title IV, part F, subpart 4 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as 
amended (ESEA). 

The AAE program promotes arts education for students, including disadvantaged students and 
students who are children with disabilities, through activities such as:

(a) professional development for arts educators, teachers, and principals; 

(b) development and dissemination of accessible instructional materials and arts-based 
educational programming, including online resources, in multiple arts disciplines; and

(c) community and national outreach activities that strengthen and expand partnerships 
among schools, local educational agencies (LEAs), communities, or centers for the arts, 
including national centers for the arts. 



Updates for FY 2022

ÁThe Consolidated Appropriations Act for 2022 directs the Department 
to carry out a separate competition for eligible national nonprofit 
organizations and to award prior experience points to applicants that 
have conducted an Arts in Education National Program (AENP) project.

Á1 Grant for up to $8,000,000 will be awarded.

ÁGrant project period is 36 months



ELIGIBILITY



AAE Applicant Eligibility

Eligible applicants for this program are eligible national nonprofit 

organizations. 

An eligible national nonprofit organization is an organization of national 

scope thatτ

(1)  Is supported by staff, which may include volunteers, or affiliates at the 

State and local levels; and

(2)  Demonstrates effectiveness or high-quality plans for addressing arts 

education activities for disadvantaged students or students who are 

children with disabilities.



AAE Applicant Eligibility

Non-Profit Organizations
Nonprofit organizations must demonstrate status by providing the following documentation:

(1) Proof that the Internal Revenue Service currently recognizes the applicant as an organization 
to which contributions are tax deductible under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code; 

(2) A statement from a State taxing body or the State attorney general certifying that the 
organization is a nonprofit organization operating within the State and that no part of its net 
earnings may lawfully benefit any private shareholder or individual;

(3) Acertified copy of the applicant's certificate of incorporation or similar document if it clearly 
establishes the nonprofit status of the applicant; or 

(4) Any item described above if that item applies to a State or national parent organization, 
together with a statement by the State or parent organization that the applicant is a local 
nonprofit affiliate.



PRIORITIES



Absolute Priority

One or more high-quality arts education projects that:

1. Support community and national outreach activities that strengthen and expand 
partnerships among schools, local educational agencies (LEAs), communities, or centers 
for the arts, including national centers for the arts; 

2. Are designed to implement, or expand, initiatives in arts education and arts integration; 
and 

3. Have a special emphasis on serving children from low-income families and children with 
disabilities.  

Note: To meet part 3 of this priority, applicants must submit supporting data identifying the population of students 
ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άŎƘƛƭŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƭƻǿ-ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ 
ƻŦ άŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ Řŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƭƻǿ-income family will reflect the data used by the 
[9! ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άŎƘƛƭŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƭƻǿ-ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅέ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΦ



Absolute Priority (cont.)

Child from a low-income family means a child who is determined by a State or LEA 
to be a child, in prekindergarten through grade 12:

(a) who is in poverty according to the most recent census data, 

(b) who is eligible for free or reduced-price lunches under the Richard B. Russell 
National School Lunch Act, 

(c) whose family is receiving assistance under the State program funded under part 
A of title IV of the Social Security Act, 

(d) who is eligible to receive medical assistance under the Medicaid program, or

(e) who is in poverty under a composite of such indicators.



Competitive Preference Priority 

We award an additional 10 points to an application that meets this 
priority.  

This priority is:

The Department gives priority to an eligible national nonprofit 
organization that has previously implemented a large-scale AENP 
project. 



SELECTION
CRITERIA

1 5



Significance (up to 20 points)

The Secretary considers the significance of the proposed project. (2)  
In determining the significance of the proposed project, the Secretary 
considers the following factors:

(i)  The national significance of the proposed project.
(ii)  The extent to which the results of the proposed project are to be 
disseminated in ways that will enable others to use the information or 
strategies.
(iii)  The importance or magnitude of the results or outcomes likely to 
be attained by the proposed project, especially improvements in 
teaching and student achievement.



Quality of Project Design                       
(up to 35 points)

(1) The Secretary considers the quality of the design of the proposed project.  
(2)  In determining the quality of the design of the proposed project, the Secretary 
considers the following factors:

(i) The extent to which the proposed project will provide community and national 
outreach activities that strengthen and expand partnerships among schools, LEAs, 
communities, or centers for the arts, including national centers for the arts.

(ii) The extent to which the proposed project is appropriate to, and will successfully 
address, the arts education needs of pre-kindergarten-through-grade-12 children 
and youth, with special emphasis on serving children from low-income families 
and children with disabilities;



Quality of Project Design                       
(CONT.)

(iii) The extent to which the proposed project will integrate with or build on similar or 
related efforts to improve relevant outcomes (as defined in the notice), using 
existing funding streams from other programs or policies supported by 
community, State, and Federal resources.

(iv) The extent to which the proposed project demonstrates a rationale (as defined in 
the notice).     



Demonstrates A Rationale

Demonstrates a rationale means a key project component included in the 
project's logic model is informed by research or evaluation findings that 
suggest the project component is likely to improve relevant outcomes.

Logic model (also referred to as a theory of action) means a framework 
that identifies key project components of the proposed project (i.e.,the 
ŀŎǘƛǾŜ άƛƴƎǊŜŘƛŜƴǘǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƘȅǇƻǘƘŜǎƛȊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
relevant outcomes) and describes the theoretical and operational 
relationships among the key project components and relevant outcomes.



Demonstrates A Rationale 
(continued)

Project component means an activity, strategy, intervention, process, 
product, practice, or policy included in a project. Evidence may pertain to 
an individual project component or to a combination of project 
components (e.g.,training teachers on instructional practices for English 
learners and follow-on coaching for these teachers).

Relevant outcomemeans the student outcome(s) or other outcome(s) 
the key project component is designed to improve, consistent with the 
specific goals of the program.



Logic Model Resources

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/pacific/elm.asp



Quality of Project Services 
(Up to 25 points)

The Secretary considers the quality of the services to be provided by the 
proposed project.  (2)  In determining the quality of the services to be 
provided by the proposed project, the Secretary considers the quality and 
sufficiency of strategies for ensuring equal access and treatment for 
eligible project participants who are members of groups that have 
traditionally been underrepresented based on race, color, national 
origin, gender, age, or disability. 



Quality of Project Services 
(Continued)

(3) In addition, the Secretary considers the following factors:

(i)  The likely impact of the services to be provided by the proposed project on 
the intended recipients of those services. 

(ii)  The extent to which the training or professional development services to 
be provided by the proposed project are of sufficient quality, intensity, and 
duration to lead to improvements in practice among the recipients of those 
services.

(iii)  The extent to which the services to be provided by the proposed project 
involve the collaboration of appropriate partners for maximizing the 
effectiveness of project services.



(1) The Secretary considers the quality of the evaluation to be conducted of the proposed 
project.  (2)  In determining the quality of the evaluation, the Secretary considers the 
following factors:

(i) The extent to which the methods of evaluation include the use of objective 
performance measures that are clearly related to the intended outcomes of the 
project and will produce quantitative and qualitative data to the extent possible.

(ii) The extent to which the methods of evaluation will provide performance feedback and 
permit periodic assessment of progress toward achieving intended outcomes.

(iii) The extent to which the methods of evaluation will, if well implemented, produce
ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ όŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜύ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΦ 

Quality of Evaluation 
(Up to 20 Points )



Promising evidence means that there is evidence of the effectiveness of a 
key project component in improving a relevant outcome, based on a 
relevant finding from one of the following:

(i) ! ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ōȅ ²²/ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŀ άǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ōŀǎŜέ 
ƻǊ άƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ōŀǎŜέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƎǳƛŘŜ 
recommendation;

(ii) όƛƛύ !ƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ²²/ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŀ άǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ 
ŜŦŦŜŎǘέ ƻǊ άǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘέ ƻƴ ŀ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ  ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ άƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘέ ƻǊ άǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘέ ƻƴ ŀ 
relevant outcome; or

Promising Evidence



(iii)  A single study assessed by the Department, as appropriate, 
thatτ

(A)  Is an experimental study, a quasi-experimental design study, or a 
well-designed and well-implemented correlational study with 
statistical controls for selection bias (e.g., a study using regression 
methods to account for differences between a treatment group and 
a comparison group); and

(B)  Includes at least one statistically significant and positive (i.e., 
favorable) effect on a relevant outcome.

Promising Evidence 
(continued)



(1) The total number of students who participate in arts 
education sponsored by the grantee; 
όнύ ¢ƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŜΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
who receive professional development; 
(3) The total number of low-income students who participate in 
arts education sponsored by the grantee; and 
(4) The total number of children with disabilities who participate 
in arts education sponsored by the grantee.

GPRA Performance Measures 




